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1 . I HAVE REVIEWED REFTELS B AND C AND CONCUR IN THE PRE- 
VIOUS DECISION NOT TO REQUEST NEW AID FUNDS FROM CONGRESS 
FOR A SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES (SDA) FUND FOR 
COLOMBIA. THIS DECISION SEEMS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE 
AGREEMENT ON THE PHASE-OUT OF THE AID PROGRAM WHICH WE 
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REACHED WITH THE GOC IN 1975. 

2. I AGREE THAT AN SDA FUND IN COLOMBIA WOULD AID IN PRO- 
MOTING BETTER RELATIONS AND ENHANCING THE US IMAGE. HOWEVER, 
WITH THE PHASE-OUT OF OUR BILATERAL AID PROGRAM, THE US CAN 
ATTEMPT TO REACH THESE GOALS THROUGH SUCH PROGRAMS AS THE 
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PEACE CORPS, IAF, EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES, AND 
PARTNERS OF THE AMERICAS. YOUR SUPPORT OF AND IDENTIFI- 
CATION WITH SUCH PROGRAMS IS A MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN 
ASSURING THAT THEY HAVE A MAXIMUM POLITICAL IMPACT. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE POSSIBLE USE OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FUNDS FOR SDA-TYPE PROJECTS, I UNDERSTAND THE DEPARTMENT 

CURRENTLY HAS NO LEGAL AUTHORITY TO EXPEND FUNDS FOR SUCH 
A PURPOSE. IT DOES NOT APPEAR FEASIBLE TO SEEK NEW 
LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE FOR SUCH AN SDA-TYPE PROGRAM WITHIN 
THE DEPARTMENT S BUDGET. 


VANCE 
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